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I also think there are other alternatives
here. There are alternatives between turning
every ordinary expenditure into an emer-
gency and their adopting my proposal for a
55 cent cigarette tax. There are lots of other
ways that we can bridge these gaps.

What | have recommended in invest-
ments, in the Middle East peace talks, in re-
ducing the nuclear threat, in paying our U.N.
dues, in the 100,000 teachers—what I've rec-
ommended in this coming year does not
amount to a great deal of money. | can offer
them ways to pay for that. And then they
need to find ways to pay for some of their
extra spending. And if we’ll work together,
we can do this. We can do it in a timely fash-
ion, and we won't have to have a whole series
of other continuing resolutions.

And | hope we can do it. I think we can
do it in the next couple of weeks if we put
our minds to it.

Third Continuing Resolution

Q. Mr. President, are you prepared to sign
another continuing resolution, sir?

The President. Of course. | think—let me
say, | have serious problems with a lot of
this, as I've said. But | can also tell you, we
are making some progress. | see the progress
being made, and it’s just a question—they
will have to decide if they want to work with
me to get this resolved. But | think I owe
it to them, because we committed to work
in good faith, to sign another continuing reso-
lution, and I will do that.

Thank you.

Q. In weeks? Days?

The President. Well, 1 don't know how
many days it will be. But it ought to be an
appropriate amount of time for us to finish.
And it shouldn’t be too long, but there needs
to be enough time for us to finish. And I'll
keep working with them.

Thank you.

Legislative Agenda

Q. Mr. President, on the hate crimes situa-
tion and Pat Buchanan, may | just try one
more on that? Do you think his campaign
at this time is going to further incite racial
and ethnic hatred?

The President. Well, 1 hope not, but
that’s more up to him than it is to me. And
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it's also a matter of how we respond to it.
All I'm saying is, after all we've been through
in this country in the last couple of years and
all the hate crimes we've seen, | just don't
see how we can possibly walk away from this
session of Congress and not pass this.

And | guess | ought to say, in reaction to
the previous question about the continuing
resolution, we should remember that in addi-
tion to the budgets, the fact that there is a
continuing resolution and the Congress will
stay in session gives us the chance to pass
the bill that would enable more disabled peo-
ple to go to work. It gives us a chance to
pass the Patients’ Bill of Rights. It gives us
a chance to pass the minimum wage. We've
got a chance to do a lot of other good things
to end the year on a very high note and a
very positive note for the American people.
So we have to just keep plugging away.

And | think all of us have an obligation
to try to minimize racial, ethnic, and other
kinds of discrimination, and we just have to
keep working at it. And I'm going to do that.

NoTE: The President spoke at 5:03 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Statement Honoring Chinese-
American Veterans of World War |1

October 25, 1999

I am honored to recognize the contribu-
tions of Chinese-Americans during World
War I1. This untold story is one of great patri-
otism and heroism. Some 20,000 Chinese-
Americans served our country during this pe-
riod as aviation specialists, paratroopers, mili-
tary intelligence officers, medics, in the
Women Army Corps (WAC’s) and Women
Army Air Force Service (WASP’s) and so on.
From Normandy to prisoner of war camps
they served this Nation with great pride and
courage.

Asian-Americans, as demonstrated by the
veterans | met today, have proved over and
over again their loyalty to this country. It is
intolerable that the patriotism of Asian-
Americans continues to be questioned, in the
light of the recent allegations of espionage
at one of our national laboratories. Asian-
American scientists like those who have
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served proudly in our military have made sig-
nificant contributions to our national security
and have made the U.S. the foremost leader
in scientific achievements. Yet instead of our
thanks, many have received nothing by sus-
picion and prejudice.

Racism and stereotyping have no place in
our Nation of diverse peoples who trace their
ancestry to every corner of the globe. The
remarkable men and women that | met today
are examples of why our diversity is our
greatest strength. Today | honor these Chi-
nese-American veterans of World War 11 and
their service and steadfast loyalty to this
country.

Statement on the Election of
Fernando de la Rua as President
of Argentina

October 25, 1999

On behalf of the people of the United
States, | congratulate Fernando de la Rua
on his victory in Argentina’s Presidential
election. The Argentine elections were a
model of civic participation and a testament
to the strength and vibrancy of Argentina’s
democracy.

I look forward to working with President-
elect de la Rua and to deepening the partner-
ship between our two nations.

Remarks at a ““Broadway for Hillary”
Celebration in New York City
October 25, 1999

Now, you all just relax while I get used
to my new role. [Laughter] Somewhere be-
tween the amen corner for Jimmy Naughton,
the straight man for Rosie, and the warmup
for Hillary, I'll figure out something to do.
[Laughter]

Jim, that was a heck of a speech. It's a
good thing you didn't file—AlI and Bill would
be nervous about that. [Laughter]

I want to thank all of you for being here
tonight. I'm profoundly grateful to everyone
who conceived and put together this pro-
gram, and all the people who gave their time.
I remember the “Broadway for Clinton” pro-
gram back in June of '92. And | remember
the people who performed and the people
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who came, because | was running third in
the polls back then. [Laughter] But by the
time the convention rolled around, every-
thing had changed.

I want to thank Senator Schumer for his
remarks and his support; the New York legis-
lative leaders that are here: Speaker Silver,
Majority Leader Bragman, Senator Martin
Connor; Judith Hope, the State Democratic
chair; our borough president, C. Virginia
Fields; the Bronx borough president, Freddy
Ferrer; City Council Speaker Peter Vallone;
Comptroller Alan Hevesi; and Mark Green,
our longtime friend, the public advocate.
Thank you all very much. And thank you,
Rosie, and everyone else who performed.

Jim Naughton said most of the stuff I was
going to say—[laughter]—and better. So |
would just like to say a few things. First,
thank you for being so good to us in New
York. Thank you for 1992, for the convention,
for the vote. Thank you for 1996—the largest
margin of victory we had in any State in
America. Thank you for welcoming us here
when we leave the White House. Thank you
for being here tonight, not only as supporters
but as friends.

October’s a great month for us and our
family. First, we celebrate, on the 11th, our
anniversary. We just had our 24th wedding
anniversary. And then we celebrate Hillary’s
birthday. And now, thanks to your doing this,
and the fact we get back about 2 in the morn-
ing, we expect to have like a 24-hour celebra-
tion.

We have been very blessed, Hillary and
I, and we've been blessed by our family, our
friends, and the opportunity to serve in pub-
lic life. I am very grateful for all the work
that we have done together over all these
years. | am very grateful that now my wife
has a chance to do what I thought she ought
to do 26 years ago when we finished law
school. And I was really afraid, as | have told
many of our friends—and some of our old
friends are nodding their heads out there—
the only thing that really worried me about
our getting married was that somehow she
would be denied the opportunity to share her
gifts in the most important way. For we have
always only cared most, in our work life,
about public service. | have watched her for
over 30 years give—I've only watched her



